DPH  FACTS  AND  FIGURES 

Budget :  $  1 50m  (state) 

$  50m  (federal) 


$200m  (total) 

History:  Established  in  1869  as  first  state  Board  of  Health  in  U.S.;  in  1914,  name 
changed  to  Department  of  Public  Health. 

Public  Health  Council:   9-member  DPH  policy-making  body  chaired  by  Commissioner  of 
Public  Health  and  also  including  5  consumer  members  and  3  health  care  providers  (2 
must  be  MDs)  appointed  by  Governor  for  staggered  6-year  terms. 

Organization:  DPH  consists  of  a  central  office  in  Boston;  4  district  health  offices 
Northampton,  Lakeville,  Rutland,  and  Tewksbury;   7  public  health  hospitals;  and  the 
State  Laboratory  Institute  in  Jamaica  Plain.  Major  offices  within  DPH  are: 


Employees :  5,000 

(366  1   in  hospitals 


oCenter  for  Health  Promotion  and  Environmental  Disease  Prevention 
oCommunity  Health  Services 
oEnvironmental  Health  Services 
oHealth  Care  Systems 

oLaboratory  and  Communicable  Disease  Control  Services 
oLegal  and  Legislative  Affairs 
oLocal  and  Regional  Health  Operations 
oManagement  Services 

oPolicy  and  Planning  OQ'/t' 
oPublic  Information  and  Health  Education  fify/l/fr 
oBureau  of  Public  Health  Hospitals  Pn  f) 

oHealth  Resources 

DPH  Hospitals:  ^^Ol-i^ 

oCushing  Hospital/Framingham  h      Of  n 

oLakeville  Hospital/Lakeville  P0$/f  -S$~ 

oMassachusetts  Hospital  School/Canton  Ofy  pJ'^OSau 

oRutland  Heights  Hospital/Rutland  °Py  **S 

oLemuel  Shattuck  Hospital/ Jamaica  Plain 

oTewksbury  Hospital/Tewksbury 

oWestern  Massachusetts  Hospital/Westf ield 

Mandate :  DPH  is  mandated  by  state  law  to"maintain,  protect  and  improve  the  health 
and  well-being  of  the  people."  DPH  fulfills  its  mandate  by: 

-Preventing  avoidable  disease,  disability  and  death 
-Preventing  the  progression  of  disease  and  disability 
-Providing  direct  health  care  services  to  special  populations 

not  adequately  treated  by  the  voluntary  and  private  sectors 
-Monitoring  and  regulating  the  Massachusetts  health  care  system 

to  ensure  quality  health  care  for  all  at  a  reasonable  cost 

Services  to  People : 

Adolescent  Health  Services-  Programs  to  educate  adolescents  about  good  health  practices, 
prevent  alcohol  and  drug  abuse,  prevent  teenage  pregnancies  and  provide  better  prenatal 
and  follow-up  care  to  teenagers  who  become  pregnant. 

Chronic  Disease  Control  and  Treatment-  Programs  to  prevent  heart  disease,   cancer  and 
stroke  through  changes  in  personal  lifestyles  and  reduction  in  exposures  to  toxic 
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substances  in  the  environment.  Treatment  of  chronically  ill  provided  by  DPH  public 
health  hospitals. 

Communicable  Disease  Control  and  Treatment-  Monitoring,   surveillance,  immunization 
and  education  programs  to  prevent  the  spread  of  communicable  diseases.  Laboratory 
services  to  confirm  diagnoses.  Clinical  services  and  follow-up  for  patients  with 
tuberculosis  and  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

Dental  Health  Services-  Support  and  funding  of  fluoridation  of  public    water  supplies, 
public  education  on  good  dental  health  practices,  and  dental  care  for  wards  of  the  state. 

Environmental  Control  Programs-  Regular  monitoring  to  protect  the  public  from  environ- 
mental health  hazards  posed  by  an  unsafe  food  supply,   inadequate  housing  conditions, 
unecessary  exposure  to  radiation  and  lead-based  paint. 

Health  Education  and  Information-  Providing  information  to  the  public  via  news  releases, 
publications  and  messages  on  radio  and  TV  to  motivate  people  to  adopt  healthy  lifestyles 
and  to  alert  them  to  potential  environmental  hazards. 

Injury  Prevention-Programs  to  encourage  the  use  of  safety  seats  and  seat  belts,  to 
reduce  accidents  among  children  and  adolescents,  and  to  prevent  nuclear  war. 

Nutrition  Education  and  Services-  Programs  to  educate  the  public  on  healthy  food 
choices  and  to  provide  food  and  nutrition  education  to  low  and  moderate  income 
families  at  nutritional  risk. 

Primary  Health  Care-  Fundin  g  to  community  health  centers  to  enable  them  to  provide 
primary  health  care  to  those  who  need  it. 

Regulation  and  Monitoring^  of  the  Massachusetts  Health  Care  System-  Licensing  and 
inspection  of  health  facilities  throughout  the  state  to  ensure  that  they  meet  state 
standards  for  patient  care,  review  of  proposals  to  expand  health  facilities  and 
services  to  ensure  they  are  needed  and  affordable,   and  training  of  health  professionals 
to  enable  them  to  meet  the  health  care  needs  of  the  population. 

Services  for  Handicapped  Children-  Operation  of  handicapped  children's  clinics  through- 
out the  state  and  operation  of  state  facility  for  the  education  and  care  of  handicapped 
children  to  ensure  they  reach  potential. 

Services  to  Pregnant  Women  and  Children-  Funding  of  prenatal  services  and  maternal 
and  child  health  programs  to  ensure  that  children  are  born  healthy  and  stay  that  way. 
Laboratory  programs  to  diagnose  health  problems  at  birth  that  can  be  alleviated  through 
immediate  treatment. 

Substance  Abuse  Prevention  and  Treatment-  Support  of  programs  through  the  state  that 
seek  to  prevent  alcohol  and  drug  abuse  and  treat  drug  and  alcohol  dependecies 
when  they  occur. 

AIDS  Research-     Research  efforts  to  identify  effective  methods  of  treatment  for  AIDS, 
to  develop  interim  educational  programs  to  guide  efforts  to  encourage  risk  reduction 
behavoirs,  and  to  develop  community  support  services. 
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